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. (en. 1 Well Dick, 1 f ybü 44 
1 my conventicle on Sunday evening; 


; : 11 90 did . like 75 doftrine? 
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Dick. w Sir, I cannot tay much 
about your doctrine, —1 was ſorely pleaſed 
with your organ. As to the „„ 
you bring us, I think is not ſo good e 
as that brought us by the angels to the 
ſhepherds: They ſaid it was good news 
and glad tidings to all men; you ſay 
it is but for a few: and you muſt know 
we ſhould like to go to heaven as well 
as: e | | 


Ki, ban No O 4 of that, Dick; \ 
but if God have decreed the ſalvation 


* e e, - an 
Ly * 


"t41 


of ſome men, and reprobated or ſhut 


out of the covenant of grace the reſt, 


| herds? And is it not as remarkable, 
that the apoſtles (who preached the 


you . not reply _ 4 


Diek. S I would not iy agtipſ ” 
my Maker; but if there was ſuch a 
ſecret decree, was it nat a pity but 

the angels had known it, that they 


might not have come with a wrong 
meſlage, and impoſed. upon. the ſhep- 


_ goſpel under the immediate inſpiration 


have everlaſting life; vſſurligi er e 
God was no reſpecter of perſons; but 


of the holy ghoſt) ſhould not be in 

the ſecret? And it is evident they knew 

| nothing about the matter; and therefore + 
without reſerve they went every where 

preaching, through Jeſus, the forgive- 


neſs of fins; : feelaring, that Whoſoover 


in every nation, he that feareth him, 


* worked —— is e 
1 | 0 


of him. Now, Sir, is it not ſtrange, 


that this thing ſhould be Hid from in- | 
ſpired men and angels, and revealed 8 
to FO in particulat? 


| 


Cir. "his; Dick, 1 am not alone 


in this doftrine; there are many learned 


and ſenſible men, who have written 


volumes endeavouring to prove the fact. 


Dick. It may be ſo, but 1 hope 


they never will. Lork Sir, think, . 
this ſhould be the caſe, what a fine 


pickle our town may be in, if we 
ſhould be all of the unhappy number of 


reprobates, who were eternally excludetl 
from merey! For if we believe Chrift 
died for our fins, ad roſe again for 


our juſtification, we believe a lie; and 
if we do not believe, we make God i 


a liar, and his wrath abideth upon us. 


What are we to do in this caſe? 


Cxxx. You muſt wait upon the means 


A2 „ reveal 


of grace, and pray the Lord would 
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veal himſelf to you. There is a per- 
afiventore you my be one of Ins people. 


- True, Sir, ou by the ſame - 
rule, there is a peradventure I may not: 3 
And ſuppoſe the chance turn . againſt . 


me, will .my prayer alter the decree, 


and put a non-ele& veſſe] into the 


covenant. of grace? If not you know 


1 ſhall pray at a ſad uncertainty indeed. 


S -* 


The beſt peradventure for us is there- 


fore, 1 think, that you are miſtaken. 


However, as you did come, I am glad 


you brought your organ with you; for : 
I vill affure you, we had need of a 
chearful ditty, after ſuch melancholy 


news as you bring us. But, good Sir, 
as this is your judgment, what could 


induce you to come Here Py: 


=" My aiducemens fas coming 
here was, in hopes the Lord might 
WL {one of his PROPS by my preaching. 
Dick. 5 


„ 
Dick. Very well Sir, ſo far ſo good: 
But query, do you think if you had 


not come here, there would have been 


one of the Lord's people loſt? 


8 No 1 the cle a 
| ineviably be ſaved. 5 ; . 


Dick. Do you FEES your coming 
here will add one to the number? 


' Curn. By no means, Dick, it is not 
poſſible 3 ſhould - alter the decrees of - 
heaven. | 


Dick. Well, Sir, it is true, I do 
not underſtand Greek and Hebrew, but 
7 do not ſee but you might as well 
have laid at home then. 


Ctr. You are rather haſty in your 
concluſions, Dick. Do not you know 
that God who appointed the end, ap- 
pointed the means leading to that end? 

| = Dick. 
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Dick. y Sir, I 4 remember a 


| poor preacher once telling me ſo; but 


as a predeſtinarlan, who believed the 


eternal ſtate of every man was fixed, 1 
| thought it abſurd enough; but as the 
man had a family, and I knew did not 


love work, I paſſed it by. But to the 


point in hand. Do you believe, Sir, 


that thoſe who are excluded the favour 
of God; are in any degree — 


"Tor 9 the golpel 7 7 


Cr xk. Undoubtedly this are. 1 is 
their duty at leaſt to believe the exter- 


nal report of the goſpel, and regulate 


their conduct by it's precepts; though 


| they cannot believe it to the faving = 


5 8 tte ſoul. 


Dick. . Sir! W che pe | 


- reform their conduct, and then go to 
hell! This is bad news indeed! * 
remember hearing of a good man who 

Was going to preach from theſe words, 


| Mt 


7 1 


we _ all be changed. But his unlucky | 


coachman, one wicked Will, ſeeing his 


maſter's ſermon on the deſk, ſcraped 


out the word changed, and put in 
” hanged. When the poor old gentleman 
came to read his text, he ſaid, we muſt 


all be ——, and making a full pauſe, 
his heart filling with grief, and his 
eyes with tears, I am ſorry tg 1 


my friends, we muſt. all be hanggd. 
audience, as you muſt ſuppoſe, were 


a good deal alarmed; but finding the. 
parſon in the ſame predicament with 
themſelves, it ſeems, they endeavoured 
to make up their minds concerning it. 


No, this was (as a body may lay) 
hard tidings; but you ſee, Sir, it was 


ſugared milk, when compared with the 
doleful ſtory you tell us; for tleſe : 


people might have a hope beyond the 


grave; but according to your, and Mr. 


Calvins Creed, there was an eternal 


decree paſſed, to exclude the greater 
part of mankind from all hopes of mer- 
ey in another world. It i IS true, 1 am 
i not 
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-\ 66 teen keawed; but 1 hope there i „ 
* ee in ee creed. 


The /uþefte TT God is T7 to 


all, and his tender mercies are over 
all his creatures; that he would have 
all men to be ſaved, and come to the 
| Know | 
on to. my little compacity, I can- 
not ſee where the tender mercy of God 


ge. of. the truth. Now, Sir, 


is exerciſed to the man who was eter- N 
_= exaaded the”! covenant ol e 55 


„ 


eis: Well, pick you and I have | 
Jenks you thus far, with that clemency 


| becoming my cloth. —I will now endeav- 


our to anſwer your ſeruples of conſcience. 
And, firſt, reſpecting perſonal, | parti- 
ar, and eternal election, reprobation, 
Ge. you are to conſider as ſtrong meat 35 
for men. Babes of your capacity muſt 
not expect to comprehend the glory 
and ſublimity of this doctrine, at firſt 
ob, And, a the general terms 


in 


„ 


9 


in which the apoſtle { peaks of the love 
of God, you are to conſider as the 
effects of that love, which was ſhed 
abroad in their hearts, by the Holy 
* given unto them. 


Dick. as 3 Sir, I like this 

| laſt part of your definition very well; 
but, pray Sir, how do you account 
for the ſtream riſing higher than the 

fountain? That is to ſay, that there 
| ſhould, be ſo much generous love and 
affection in the inſpired apoſtles, and 

ſo little and limited love in God, ho 


= OG them, 


ein R. Theſe are a 1 Dick, 


and though I have had a liberal edu- 
cation, I cannot account for every thing: 
And ſuppoſe the apoſiles' zeal and af- 
fection exceeded their commiſſion, I 1 
am not accountable for them. I can 
by only ſay for myſelf, that I am very 
cautious of general terms, when Jam 


ſpeaking of the love of God to man- 
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d. However Dick, E you nd 

2 — wh; upon my miniſtry, 
1 . not but in time you m_ 2 5 
reconciled to _ doctrine. 0 | 


— HY 1 fo not hn FOR 81 : 


will aſſure you at preſent your doctrine 
ſeems to me to be quite upon the diſ- 


mal and doubtful ſtrain; but now you 


ſpeak of my family, you put me in 
mind of a queſtion 1 ſhould like to 


have folved upon your principles. You 


muſt know my daughter Moll has four 


children, and Nan has three; _ 


ſome of theſe die in their infancy, will 


1 _ be 8 


Erin” This is a ſubje, Dick, hou. 


15 mad hose wo Wade mand vit but 
to be uniform in our ſentiments, TI can 
: only ſay, if the children be elect ve / 
fels, they will certainly go to heaven, 
und if they are not, they will certain- 
bf go - =. Excuſe me, 2 S 


F 1 85 
* „ 5 5 
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Dick. | Shocking indeed! Wu A 
plan Sir, but you had conſidered the 
conſequences of this ſhocking ſcheme, 
before you had entered ſo deeply into 
it! A doctrine that caſts ſuch reflection 
on the purity of God, and ſuch gloom | 
On Ge a een | 

A. Vou: are 100-procipitate, Dick. 
I meant to have added, I had a ſecret | 
hope, that all who» die in their infancy 

are cleft veſſels; not that I pretend to 
_— Oy from ES Tow: KK. 


Diet. Sarigitar), Sir! Aa you 
have no authority from thence, for any 
thing you ſay on this head; for woe 
be to the world in general, if - vo 
have! But, (by the way) is it not 


equally horrid, that the hon-elect houdde 


be particularly preſerved to years of 
maturity, to be condemned for aftual | 
rranſpreſſion ? 1 think; Sir, what a 

_ ſtrange picce of buſineſs it muſt be, for 
TY g of your principles, to ſay, 
| 2 B . concerning: c 


„„ 
| concerning children indiſcriminately when 
| they name them, this. chald 15 Yegene- 
vated, and made à member of Chriſt; 
aand concerning all they bury, our be- 
3 loved: brother dented 5 6 


1 7 kate: "You al be cautious, Dick, 
A in your ſayings, and ſubmiſſive in your 
will. God is a ſovereign, and (like 
the potter) has a right to do what 

de will _ _ own. bog 


e eee eee eee 
Woe ee n 2 


_ K. Tue, Sir but did you ever 
=_ "OY a wile potter make the meaneſt 
SR... his * to daſh them to _—_— 


4 . 7 23 . 
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Loh. nk. No, e none but a. 
fool or a, .madman. n do that - 


SQ - WP 


neck a yet, 85 00 can you * „ 

Shs an idea of an all-wiſe and all- - 

. gracious Being, whoſe very name and 
nature are love, that he would create 
millions of immortal Touls toy” eternal 

mn = 1 42 


JJ Cues. 


As) 
- Cuer, You wiſleke-the point, Dick; 
we do not ſay men are condemned be- 


0 cauſe they are not a _ tor 


their ſins.” | 


Dick. How fo, Sir ? | According to 
your creed, the act of election and re- 


probation was before vice or virtue had 


exiſtence. Now, Sir, I know you are 
nice in your arguments and diſtinctions, 


—be ſo kind as to tell us in your next 


ſermon, the difference between mankind 
coming into the world, under an im- 
poſſibility of ſalvation; and being ere- 
ated for miſery. Pardon my freedom, 
Sir, but I think you differ in your 
notions from the generality of the clergy. 
I have minded our parſon when Preach- 
ing Chriſt, (as at Chriſtmas time, and 


Eaſter,) and he always ſpoke of him, 
as a propitiation, not for the apoſtles 


world. 


„„ 


| "Quan: I have nothing to do with 
your miniſter's ſentiments, Dick. Had 


ſins 5 but for the f fins of the whole | 
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be W preached the Wees of 
Auection, reprobation, &c. with all its 


| glorious appendages, : eſpecially the in- 
ſufficiency of divine revelation, I ſhould _ 


come myſelf, nor to have brought my 


Diex. I beg, Sir, you will make 
no apology. for the organ, for I tell 
you, that is the beſt part of the ſtory; 
all the reft- being a chance, or a per- 


adventure if we ſhall ever come at it. 
But pray Sir, what do you mean by 
he inſufficiency of divine revelation ? 
The ſeriptures are ſaid to be ſufficient 
and able to make us wiſe to ſalvation; 
—that the ur IO is FOE: to 
ave the ſoul. 1 


5 8 W Weck. it is ſo, when 
applied by the ſpirit; my meaning 

therefore is, that the word of God is 
2 dead letter, til the TOY come and 


reveal it. . 
Wos 


TF T0T0T0T0TT— nn Cr CO A COA 


(ow). 


hugh "You ſurpriſe me, Sir! "Bhs - 
_ ſays, the word of. the Lord 
is quick: and powerful, and ſharper than 
any two-edged ſword. Why then, ac- 
cording to your notion, the ſpirit has 
ep truth in ſo unintelligible a man- 
that he muſt come again, and 
an his own revelation.— doubt, Sir, 
you would not be pleaſed, if you ſent 
me an epiſtle, and I ſhould ſend you 
| word, it was ſo myſtical and abſurd, I 
could not come at the meaning, if you 
ad not come and e it to me. 


Clan: But do you not 4 Dick, 
the natural man underſtandeth not the 
e of the . of God? | 


Dick. True, sir, awd ende a 
a man cannot underſtand them natu- 
rally, or by the light of nature, God 
hath revealed them to us by his ſpirit 
in the goſpel, that we . underſtand 
them. 7 
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( 18 * 5 
uns Vw: Dick, FEI the REO of 
God will not effect the converſion of a 


: ſinner without the yon of God. 


= 


3 1 Lilo not vides you; His, 


fa you think, then, God ever ſpoke 


without power? You. ſeem; to make 


diſtinction where thewe-3 is no diffetence; J 


at leaſt where the apoſtle made none: - 


He wal the elne is the n of God. 


ee That is a fact; 1 it is 


only (0.4 to them that belevee Fark Lib 


Dicx. POLO 8 Sir! Why, 5 
is not the goſpel the ſame, whether I 
— it or not? Do you ſuppoſe 
the word of God converts a man, and 
then alters it's nature from a powerful 

word to a dead letter? 51 


5 ſhould W che 3 means 
er what he ſays: That the goſpel 
is the power of God, to , the ſaving 
them that believe, and condemning them 

| that 


* 1 
Fx N 7 9 * 
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(9) 
that ol; it. ih: other TRE a Kauen; 
liſe unto li n or a gene, of Re. 
wh death. * * 


r 


TY ve But 3 are to conſider man- 
kind in a dead and inſenfible ſtate, there- 
fore cannot. URGE nor ——— the Word 
of God. PL 1 | N 


. n 
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bree. Mk Fr an Te? he 
hath God ſpoken to them at all; 
= leſs complained of them, that when 
he ſpake, | they would not hear; and 
when he called them, they would not an- 
ſwer. It does not appear, that Stephen's 
hearers were in a dead ſtate; ſor they 
ſeem to be at no ſmall pains to get rid 
ol that conviction, the holy ghoſt convey- 
ed to their conſciences; they had to ſhut 
up every avenue of their hearts, and put 
their fingers in their ears; before they 
could reſiſt the holy . and 3 ht 
ſervant of God to Gently 


— 


ann That was a cared caſe, Dick, 


8 and we conſider that only as the common 
Sy GE e 


W 


eee. eee I 
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1 
[4 
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= (Sv). 
34h operation of the ſpirit,” and that the: ſpecial 


operations of the ſpirit are peculiar to 
the _ on whom he works 3 


5 Dick. 8⁰ 1 have mend S from 5 
fome of you good ſort of folks, but 
could never find it in the Bible. I think, 
Sir, according to your definition, what 


an odd ſtate theſe men would have been 


in, if they had received the common 


operation of the ſpirit, and not the ſpe- 
cial.” To be ſure they could not have 
gone to hell under the influence of the 
| holy ghoſt, nor they could not have gone 
to heaven, becauſe it was not his ſpe- 
cial operation, ſuch as paſs only upon 


the elett.—But to leave this myſtery.— 
Be ſo kind as to tell me what 1 am to 


3 


Cues. You, 5 pray: FO the foiri 


- may come by his ſpecial N e to 
work faith in you. | 


Dicx. Why, FEY 1 have no great 


objefion to prayer, but — 1 not be 


the 


5 Cu] 
Ss the. firſt chat ever prayed in this odd way ? 
I do not read of one that ever prayed 
for faith. The exhortation in ſcripture 
rather is, 4 in faith, nothing doubting ; 
and indeed, (as we ſay in the country) 
it ſeems like putting the cart before the 
| horſe. The apoſtle ſays, he that believeth 


not, hath made God a liar, and the 


| wrath of God abideth on him. I am not 
like thereſore, you ſee, Sir, to have my 


comical prayer anſwered, while 1 I continue 5 


in unbelief.—Surely, Sir, our Lord did 
not conſider mankind in this light you do. 
He ſaid to the Jews, except ye believe that 
1 am He, ye ſhall die in your fins. Here 
is nothing you ſee, Sir, about incapaci- 
ty of believing, praying for faith, &. 1 
doubt it would have ill become the Jews, 
to have faid in the modern ſtyle, we can- 
not believe of ourſelves; we can no more 
"aft faith, than we can make a world, 
CrER. Is it not evident that ſome. men 
do believe the goſpel, and are made hap- 


ÞY thereby, while others reject it? 


„ e„% 


(=) 

II ali is believe of therbſelves, why 
Ke not all happy i in the 1 truth? - 
1 017 &, 2 1 

er The eras, vou n sir 
nien plain and explicit on this head. 
Aſk you for what cauſe is a man con- 
demnedꝰ The ſeripture ſays; becauſe he 
reteived not the love 'of the truth, that he 
might be ſaved. Should it be again ſaid, 
Why does not the word of God profit 
mankind? The ſcripture ſays, becauſe. the 
cares of this life, the deceitfulneſs of riches, 
and the luſt of other things, choke the word, 
and it becometh unfruiſful. What is the 
Treaſon the Jews in general, did not par- 
take of that ſpiritual. feaſt our Lord de- 
ſcribes in the goſpel? The ſcripture ſays, 
- they made light of it; en, eee 
farm, and another to his merchandiſe. In 
ſhort, they made. a ſort of an apology, 
intimating they had other things upon their 
hands, and therefore ſay they, we would 
pray __ have us excuſed. 
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Now, „ you do not find. in all 
theſe circumſtances, the leaſt intimation 
| „ 


(=) 


of the people not being elefted, the in- 
ability of man to believe, or the word 


not coming to the heart with power — 5 


And it is remarkable, Sir, that amidſt all 
the wickedneſs and abominations ve read 
of, either in the Old or New Teſtaments, 
we do not find a ſingle inſtance of this 
modern kind of wicked humility. We 
frequently find they perſecuted the ſervants 


of God, and ſometimes flew them; but 
we do not read of one telling them, they 


could not believe and obey their divine 
maſter, or that they muſt wait till the 
ſpirit came, and wrought faith in them. 
They well underſtood the importance of 
that truth, that God teſtified his will to 
them by his ſpirit, in his prophets and 
' apoſtles, who preached the goſpel with 
the holy ghoſt ſent down from heaven. 


The queſtion among the Jews was not 
therefore, whether Chriſt and his apoſtles 
were the true ſervants of God; but how 
they might put them to death, leſt al! 
men ſhould believe on them. 


CxxRx. 
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ta. vo miſtake me, Diek, in , part, = 
1 ſuppoſe a man may underſtand the literal 
meaning of ſcripture, though not the w_ = 
| ritual intention of the holy . 7 


lions" Worſe and 2 What, 3 


God given us a divine revelation of him. 


ſelf, indicted by the eternal ſpirit, and 
confirmed by miracles; a revelation by 
which the ſecrets of all hearts will be 

Judged, and yet not to be underſtood? 


Strange indeed! I think you draw a 


worſe picture of the Deity, than hiſtori- 
ans have drawn of Nero the Roman em- 
peror. However, I doubt not but my 
| townſmen will draw one piece of Vonifort | 


from your —_— 


Curr. What do you fuppoſe that to. | 


be, Dick: = 


Dicx. vy Sir, they will very na- 
turally conclude, that if they could not 
underſtand the ſpiritual meaning of the 
goſpel, till the ſpirit came to reveal it, 


den wy cannot be _—_ for _ 
I | p CLeR. 


TT 
Cuen. 1 am ſorry to tell you, Dick | 


you do not underſtand inſpiration, | in a 1 
| — I could wiſh. | 


Dick. Why, I will tell you, Sir, 1 
have ſeen and heard of ſo many tricks 
and conjurations under the notion of in- 
ſpiration, that to be true to you, I am 

afraid to truſt to any but the true inſpi- 
ration of the ſpirit of God, in witneſſing 
truth to the conſcience of men. Is not 
the church of Rome ſupported; and the | 
people juggled out of their money and 
ſenſes, by this trick of inſpiration? Aſk 
a poor papiſt, who is the apoſtle Peter's 
ſucceſſor? His anſwer is ready, the pope. 
Who are the ambaſſadors of Chriſt? The 
cardinals and prieſts, What is truth? 
Mat theſe inſpired ſervants of the Lord 


pleaſe to call by that name. —Pity, Sie" bas © : 


this kind of wicked inſpiration had been 
| confined to that country! | 


Crx. But I would have you. to un- 
derſtand, Dick, our ideas of inſpiration 
are eſtabliſhed upon. better e than 

x theirs. | Dick. 
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Dicx. I don't doubt but you . e 
Ji but there is the difficulty.—I can ſee 
no difference. —It ſeems to me, to run ex- 
actly in the ſame track. They, no doubt, 
firſt got the people into a perſuaſion, that 
the word of God, (though given by ihe 
immediate inſpiration of the ſpirit,) was 
not able to make men wiſe to ſalvation; 


and then got themſelves inſpired, or at 


_ got the people into a perſuaſion of 
Ihe next thing was, to inſinuate, (as 
. do) that a man cannot underſtand 
the ſpiritual meaning of ſcripture, and 
therefore muſt wait till the ſpirit reveal It © 
to him, by the preaching of his inſpired 
ambaſſadors; and to ſecure their own im- 
portance, and the people in their igno- 
rance, have at length locked up the Bi- 


ble from the commonalty. As to the 


gentry, there can be no danger, for we | 
may ſuppoſe they trouble themſelves as 
little about religion there, as the great 


folks do here“. el ep nl 5 
: „ Cra. 


* How hard is it 5 them that trufl in pr to 
enter into the kingdom of God? And how hard is it 
BN any but what do? 2 


2 


. 0 A K od ee er 


* ) 
i To be fore this 15 A fact; but 


/ this is not the caſe with us, we do not 


lock up the Bible from the e er "+ 


Dick. | True, Sir, you do not; but 
you lock up the people's ſenſes from the 
Bible, by telling them it is a dead letter, 
and that they, cannot underſtand it. From 
a it is, you hear religious people ſay 

little about divine revelation, | and 
the true ambaſſadors of Jeſus Chriſt. Their 
admiration and attention is fixed to the 
modern fine preachers, | 8 fine ſermons, 
the pious authors, and their good books; 
thus the command of God, and the pure 
goſpel of Chriſt are made void by the 
tradition and pretended inſpiration of men: 
And nothing can ſo effectually hinder 
men from fixing their hope in the word 
of God, as theſe pretenſions; for how 
can ye believe”, ſays our Lord, while 
« ye ſeek honour one of another, and 
* ſeek not. that honour. that cometh from 
5 or. ... 


Crx K. Would you ide! no o preachers 


nor authors „ „ Baha 
. . x | . "TY | | Dick. 
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Dick. O yes, Sir, I care not how 
many preach; ſo be they don't preach 
themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 
Let them hold forth and welcome, if they 
hold forth the word of life; but don't let 
them tell the people this word of life is 
a dead letter, and that the inſpiration is 
in them. This is the way for the people 
to have their perſons in admiration, and 
the word of God in contempt. Simon 
the ſorcerer accompliſhed this point moſt 
effectually; he bewitched a whole city, 
both ſmall and great, by giving out him- 
No ſelf to be the great power of God.—As 
to the good books, I have thought of a 
| plan that I think would be of real ſervice 
to the public, and if it meet with your 
approbation, ſhall- be glad of your aſhiſt- 


ot ance in the execution. 


8 K 


Cra. Pry what f is your pan? 


Dick. Why you i hal, Sir, there ve th 
been a great many very deep and myſti- 
cal books of late, which have ſtrangely 
* and perplexed the public, and 
alſo 


1 


alſo a great many religious controverſies 
and diſputes, in whoſe books we ſee a 
great deal of anger, envy, evil- ſpeaking, 
and ſometimes hard names. Now, Sir, 
my plan is this; for all the good men 
unanimouſly to aſſemble together, and offer 

_ a general burnt-offering of their i inventions 
and old wives“ fables. wh 5 211 


CikR. 3 do you mean, Dick; fare 
you do not mean that all the good men 
| ſhould burn all their "_ books? 


v Pg bil 1 do though, mean 
Juſt ſo. N | 


Senn Do you coukder 4d conſequencs, Y 
Dick? What | ſhould we do with thoſe 
who take the chief of their comſort from 
. 2 N of thele = men ? 


Dick. Do wich tow? Send them all 
to the fountain of truth: here is ſpiritual | 
bread for the hungry; living waters for 
the thirſty; a garment of righteouſneſs 
for the naked; a 8 to them that fit 


4 


tear 


in ae liberty for pee ande 
releaſe for them who were all their life- 
time ſubjett to bondage. In a word, here 
is every thing pointed out, that the ſinner 
can poſſibly want; and all confirmed by 
an oath, that all might have ſtrong con- 
ſolation, who flee for _— to that _ 2 
here ſet before . 1 22 


Crxk. 1 cenainly a a very great = 
regard for the word of God; but I can 
by no means come into your ſcheme, nor 
do 1 think authors in general will. 


men. 2 6 I have my doubts 
in this undertaking: I foreſee that they 
who have written great books, will have 
a great deal to ſay, and they who have 
written little ones, will have their objec- 
tions; nor do I expect much encou- 
ragement from ſuch as conſider them- 
ſelves as the Lord's ambaſſadors, either 
male or female; for every old woman 
that preaches and writes, will take the alarm 
that her digni is in danger; yet in the 
whole, I do think the undertaking would be 
laudable, and anſwer the beſt of purpoſes. | 


. 1 3 
moſt unaccountable ſcheme indeed: Did 
you ever hear of ſuch * propoſal by any 
man eee = | 


Dick. | Nu Sie. but I have by one 
that is dead: Why don't you remember 
the converts in the New Teſtament, who, 
upon receiving the teſtimony. of the ſpirit | 
concerning Jeſus of Nazareth, collected 
all their own inſpirations, viſions, and 
revelations, and burnt them before the 
people; and that the paper, printing, 
and binding, without a ſhilling allowed 
for brain- work, amounted to fiſty thouſand 
pieces of filver ? N 


| in 1 undoubtedly remember that 

_ circumſtance, Dick; but you are to con- 
ſider, the men ho wrote theſe books 
are ſaid to have uſed curious arts; their 
books were therefore of a magic or con- 
juring nature. | | 


| D 10 k. And do you ſuppoſe, Sir, 
there are not as many curious arts, and 
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as much conjuration going een now, 
as there was then? I ſay let us burn 
them; you know what an excellent effect 
it had then; for no ſooner was this rub- 


biſh cleared away, than truth flouriſhed : | 
For it is emphatically. ſaid on this occa- 


| lion, So mightily grew the word of God, 
and prevailed. And till this be the caſe, 


be aſſured there will be no room for the 


| . of truth. 


3 But what e do you 


propoſe to the Public, by this ons” CE 
=” : 


= A very ſingular one, Sir; for 


then we ſhall have but one Lord, one 
faith, one baptiſm, one fold, and one 


ſhepherd; but as matters ſtand at preſent, 
chere ſeem to be Lords many, Gods many, 


and faiths without end. And I don't know 


but we may meet with more encourage- 
ment in this buſineſs, than at firſt ſight 


you myght expect: : You remember, ſome 


of your brethren for a long time paſt 
have groaned under the preſſure of creeds, 
„„ | „ and 


— —— ̃ — . POE ne Ss x” PAI Ws 
** 


Tl» 


1 10 articles of faith ; an with unhed 
cries and tears petitioned Parliament for 
5 relief: But as no deliverance came from 


this quarter, they may gladly come into. 
our ſcheme. Now, whether they petition- | 
ed from a conviction of the ſuthciency of 
truth in the matter of faith, or from St. 
| Athanaſius intimating they were like to go 
to the devil, if they did not believe his 
creed, or in ſhort, whether it were {yet 
a body would think it could not be that 
neither) to have the pay without any 
faith at all, is a matter not neceſſary for 
us to determine; in the whole, I think, 
they will promote this buſineſs. | 


CLtr. As to this buſinieſs Dick, * 
is no province of mine, it by no means 
meets with my approbation; but I have 
one thing more to ſuggeſt, before I take 
my leave of you, and that is, I am under 
ſome apprehenſion, from the tenor of your 
diſcourſe, you attribute ſalvation and eter- 
nal glory to your own merit, and not to 


the grace of God. 


tus 


. 1 hope not; Sit, 1 mi sue if 

| 1 be ſaved, it will be by grace. I could 
have no hand in God's ſending his ſon 
into the world to ſave ſinners; and as 

eternal life is a free gift held forth in the 

| goſpel; I know of no merit in receiving 
that which is only given. 


Cra. But 1 rather mean, you do 
not attribute glory to God for his parti- 
\ cular grace. to I: above the reſt of mankind. | 


Dick. No,” Sir, 1 can't aut puh r 
to God for particular grace, when I be- 
lieve it to be general. I have not ſuch 
an exalted idea of myſelf, that I ſhould 
be a favourite of heaven more than other 
ſinners. Nor is it all my good feelings 
and ſenſations, that will perſuade me to 
it. But I remember reading of one of | 
this character, who, I think, would have Iu 
delighted you on this head. | 


ITY Pray who was that? 
Dick. why, - Sir, I done ins his 


name; but it ſeems he was a phariſee, 


„„ 
| who went up to the temple to pray, and 
his prayer was in the true Calviniſtic ſtyle. 

God, I thank thee J am not as other men. 

That is to ſay, I thank thee that thou 
haſt exalted me above the reſt of mankind, 

and haſt given me grace, and all ſpiritual 

bleſſings, while others are eternally excluded 

thy favour. Here ſtands a publican, a 

ſinner, perhaps a non-eleft veſſel; poor 

creature! Really I think, if it were not 
for my piety and purity of ſoul, I could 
pity him; but as my high ſtation in the 
divine favour forbids it, I can only con- 

_ clude my pious ejaculation with this due diſ- 

tintion; Nor even as this publican. The 
poor publican, frighted as it were, at 

hearing the prayer of this angelic creature, 

| Rood afar off, and not ſo much as daring 
to lift up his eyes to heaven, faid, God, 
be mercrful to me, a ſinner. Here, Sir, 
you find in the phariſee, all that you can 


WS poſſibly wiſh. He is no Arminian ;—he 


holds with the doctrine of diſtinguiſhing 
grace to him, above the reſt of mankind. 
Elle is no free-willer; —he attributes all 
his 1 1 internal excellencies, to the 
5 _ operation 


— a 


036 0% 


3 of the cri y is no general 5 


; lover of mankind ;—he has an excellent 


4 opinion of himſelf, and deſpiſes others. — 
But alas! How mortifying to this and all 


the conceited favourites of heaven, that 
publicans and harlots enter * elan | 
before them. 7 5 


Fm a. But you miſtake our mien 5 
Dick, we diſclaim phariloica): principles. 


Deen Why fo * him hawk, Sir, and 
that is the oddity of the thing, that you 


ſhould diſclaim them, and yet preach the 


very doctrine on which they are founded; 


for you cannot perſonate a Phariſee more : 


perfectly, than by conceiting you are a 
favourite of heaven, while others are re- 
jected. This was the principle which 
raiſed. that pious indignation in Simon, 


. when he faw the poor woman waſhing 


our Lord's feet with her tears, and wiping 
them with the hairs of her head; for though 


he · was rather aſhamed to let the company | 


know the nature of good feelings, he ſaid 
_ vithin himſelf, if this man Were a Prophet, 5 
| . Es be 


„ 


he * have known who or wha man- 
ner of a woman this is, for ſhe is a 
ſinner; intimating, if the woman had 
been as good a kind of a creature as he 
and his brethren were, it would have 
been well; but to be indiſcriminate in 
huis favours, was inſufferable: and it is 
remarkable, that there is nothing ſo diſ- 
guſtful to theſe good ſort of folks to this 
day, as the idea of God being as gracious 


to ſinners in general, as he is to them. 


CE R. Well, Dick, I have taken ſome 
pains with you, and ſhould have been 
glad it had been in my power to have | 
converted you, but I muſt fay, I am 
under ſome apprehenſion of a diſappoint- 
ment. — — 5 5 . 


. Vier. Why truly, Sir, I ought to 
have no objection to a genuine converſion, 
but I don't know what you would - wiſh 
to convert me to, except it be Calviniſm, 8 
and that ſeems to be an effectual bar to 
chriſtianity. Nor would I thank another 


| party to convert me to Arminianiſm ; ; for 
* . . 


= 
| ( 38) 
| 1 ad. a man may be a warm 42 
vocate for either, without having any 


proper views of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, | 


which is a meſſage of pure grace and mer- 
cy from God, to a guilty world; and 

can have no relation to theſe fooliſh diſ- 
tinctions. 


Chriſtianity ſeems rather to conſiſt in 
a true conformity to the divine will, and 


Vord of God; obeying from the heart | 
that pure form of doftrine, delivered to 
1 Chriſt and his Apoſtles ; and it is, 


by beholding in this glaſs, the glory of 
God, as manifeſt in Chriſt Jeſus, the 
| believer is changed into the ſame image 


from glory to glory, as by the ſpirit of 


the Lord; conſequently the man who is 
guided and influenced by the goſpel, is 
under the guidance and influence of the 
holy ghoſt, by whom he is led into all 
truth; but the ſeparate ſpirit you are 
contending for, ( you are conſcious) leads 

into no truth to be depended upon. For 
| inſtance. This ſuppoſed ſpirit has led you 
to conſider the love of God, as parti- 
cular to a very ſmall 7 of mankind, 


( 99 ) 


Mr. Weſtly deſpiſes your partial idea 
of the Deity, and the little-limited goſpel. 


- you hold forth; this ſpirit has led him 


to conſider God as good to all, and his 


| goſpel as a proclamation of peace and 
bo: Avery} man, 


Mr. Barclay. was perhaps a greater ad- 
vocate for this ſpirit than eicher of you; 
and he was led by it into a ſyſtem of 
divinity, as oppolite to either of you, as 


the Eaſt to the Weſt*, Surely then, Sir, 


this cannot be that pure and perfect agent 


who led the apoſtles, and leads every 
one who attends to their goſpel, into all 


truth. And from whence can ariſe theſe 
ſtrange contradictions concerning the ſpirit 


of God, but from a diſſatisfaction of that 
perfect goſpel which the apoſtles preached 
with the holy ghoſt ſent down from heaven? 
And thus are the people of God diſtin- 
guiſhed: © He that is of God”, ſays the 
apoltle, © heareth us, and he that is not 


6c of God, beareth not us”. Our Lord To 


e is | this firange Gini conſtantly comradifting, 


and frequently ridiculing it's own eee in its 
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A | 
confirms this truth by ſaying to his diſ 


eiples, He that heareth you, heareth me, 
and he that heareth me, heareth him that- 


ent me. It can therefore be of very little 


_ conſequence, what preachers, what book, 


or what ſpirit a man is liſtening to, while 


he diſregards the word of life, given by 
the inſpiration of the holy ghoſt. „ 

CLER. Well, Dick, as I now mean 
to finiſh our preſent converſation, tell me 
ſeriouſly; do you ſuppoſe ' there are no 


feelings or ſenſations in religion, nor any 


divine influence or aſſiſtance to be _— _ 


= from the Deity? 


Dick. Indeed, Sir, 1 draw no fuch 


_ concluſions. I am perſuaded there are 
' ſenſations and feelings experienced by the 


chriſtian, of the fineſt and pureſt kind. 


The man who underſtands the divine teſ- 


timony, and lives by faith upon the ſon 
of God, feels a genuine and generous. 


love to God, for that great love he hath _ 


* manifeſted in Chriſt Jeſus to guilty finners; 
and from hence proceed the moſt pleaſing 


ſenſations of joy and peace in believing. 
And every believer is taught by the gol- | 


pel, to expect all that divine influence 


3 


the 8 of God; 

provided being born again”, ſays the 
apoſtle, ' © not of corruptible ſeed, but of 
* incorruptible, by the word ag God that 


( 41 1) 


and ene chat is neceſſary for his : 
comfortable exiſtence, and perſeverance in | 


the divine life. 
God has promiſed, that if his people 


keep the word of his patience, he will 
| allo keep them in the hour of temptation; 
and are therefore ſaid to be kept by the 


power, of God, rough faith unto. > lalva- 
tion. | 
The. man ee who Hom by faith, 


is kept by the power of God. A 
| (fays our Lord) « ye abide in me, and 
. word abide in you, whatſoever ye. 
aſk in my name, it ſhall be given you”. 


Prayer would be needleſs, if nothing 
was to be expected; but you'll fay a 


man muft be regenerated and born again; 


true, he muſt, or he cannot enter into 
the remedy 1s 


« liveth and abideth for ever”: But by 


your evading the force of divine truth, 


you ſhut the door to all conviction. The 


. office of MM wg ghoſt in the inſpiration. 


of truth, is, to a the world of fin, 


1 


fot not believing on Chriſt: >Bue: 11 this 
is ſet alide, there remains nothing, either 
for the reproof of fin, of righteouſneſs, 


or Judgment to comer. I believe mankind 
in general are ignorant and wicked enough, | 
but cannot agree with you, they conti- 
nue ſo for want of God's aſſiſtance and 


influence; this would be to charge God 
fooliſhly indeed, and at the ſame time to 


take all blame from thoſe. who le bril- 
fully rejef 
| _—_ againſt temſelves. . 5 5 


jecting the counſel and love of 


Should you ſee the horrid effeths 5 g 
tendency of your preſent doctrine, and be 


5 happy in only holding forth the word of 
; life, I: ſhall certainly come, and hear you 


again; 15 *ill then, 1 muſt bid you farewell, 


+ Not. that 1 would be Undefhobd to ks from 
the efficacy of that divine monitor, God has placed 
in every man; for by this we are to judge of truth; 


| : and they who have not the goſpel, or the law, will 
| be judged by. this law in 


Rom. ii. xiv, 


4 
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